MINUTES
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 7, 2020

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Jeff Blenkush

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Blenkush — Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec, and Thomas Vouk
ALSO PRESENT: Kurt Niemeyer, Treasurer, Julie Jacobs, City Clerk, Randy Sabart, and Liz Halet

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jeff Blenkush stated to add under Park, the skating rink and lights. Julie Jacobs stated
under 6™ Avenue SE Improvement Project add speed limit resolution and payment 4. A motion was made by Gene
Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve the amended agenda. All in favor, motion carried.

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER MEETINGS: September City Council Meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was
made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the amended September 2, 2020 minutes. All in favor,
motion carried.

READING OF THE CLAIMS: September claims were reviewed. A motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by
Gene Skaj, to approve the claims. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to accept the receipts. Allin
favor, motion carried. Tom Vouk inquired if the $66,000 CARES Act funds are not spent are these funds returned.
Kurt Niemeyer explained $19,041 has been spent, and any unspent funds are returned. Requests have been
received from the city bars. Discussion held about purchasing radios for the fire department, if there are funds
available.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For the period: 8/1/2020 to 8/31/2020

Beginning Balance $1,830,185.21
Total Receipts $82,058.50
Total Disbursed $45,442.18
Ending Balance $1,866,801.53
Less Deposits in Transit $0.00
Plus Outstanding Checks $32,457.66
Total Per Bank Statement $1,899,259.19

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the
treasurer report. Allin favor, motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: Gene Skaj reported there were eight calls in September, four calls in October, total
96 calls in 2020. Training will be on vehicle operations. Jim Schumer has 43 years and Jason Trobec has 15 years of
service to the Fire Department.

Jeff Blenkush suggested last month to set the City Council Chambers for video recording, but feels this is
unnecessary at this time. Discussion held. Consensus of council members agreed this isn’t necessary at this time.

RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Gene Skaj nothing new to report. The audit is still not complete, mid-November will receive
check in approximately $26,000. A donation of $10,000 was given to the Fire Department’s equipment fund.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Sirens are working.
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REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Jerome Supan inquired if the City received Burski’s snow plowing contract, nothing has been
received. Jerome asked if Ken Knettel and Roger Billinger are willing to plow snow this year. Jeff Blenkush will
check with them. Jerome inquired if Burski will handle the roads when they are icy. Jeff recommends using
the individuals, if the City is unable to reach them the City will contact Burski.

Jerome asked when the roads would be bladed. Consensus of the members was to wait until crop equipment
is off the roads. Jerome reiterated after November 1%t there is no parking on city streets, this includes 6%
avenue. Jerome shared Joe Paggen patched the pot holes in the Smoley addition.

2. Park: Jeff Blenkush inquired if the City wants to make the skating rink available for the community. The rink
was used. Danita Traut inquired about liability for the City. Liz Halet doesn’t believe there’s any liability here.

Ken Lahr is willing to do the paperwork with Design Electric for updating the lighting at the skating rink.
Discussion held. Jeff Blenkush will ask Ken to receive a bid for Christmas lights. Randy Sabart inquired if the
lights are wired with GFI. Steve Trobec is unsure. Randy stated electricians may not work with outlets that are
not GFI.

Julie Jacobs updated on the edging boards placed at Hlebain Park. Since last month’s meeting, lumber prices
increased so the total cost increased by $75, with a project total of $650.

Tom Vouk shared the Lions Club was making Bojja at the park on a Friday and had no water. Tom stated there
may be a bill from Vessie. Danita Traut inquired if this would be charged to the Lion’s. Julie Jacobs will check
on the well agreement with the Lion’s. Tom shared there were inquiries about keys for Smoley Park.

3. Planning Commission: Dan Schultz stated the Planning Commission had no meeting in September. Dan spoke
with owner in person regarding the complaint at 323 3" Avenue NE property, Divine Grace. A new site permit
was received.

Dan will be gone for January and February for 2021. Jeff Blenkush stated the deputy chair, Perry Nistler, should
handle the Planning Commission meetings in Dan’s absence. There’s no concern with site permits.

Dan stated there will be a full meeting on Tuesday. Three individuals are attending the meeting.
SHERIFF’S REPORT: No report received. Jeff Blenkush will check with Kellan about these reports, and why they

aren’t being received. The 2021 Sheriff contract was reviewed. A motion was made Danita Traut, seconded by
Gene Skaj, to accept the 2021 Sheriff contract. All in favor, motion carried.

Liz Halet shared the Prosecution Contract between the City of St. Stephen and Jovanovich, Dege & Athmann, PA .
This allows Jovanovich, Dege & Athmann, PA to prosecute city residents with ordination violations. A motion was
made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Steve Trobec to approve the Prosecution Agreement. All in favor, motion
carried.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: A draft letter was presented for the property at 112 4" Ave SE. This letter was reviewed. A
motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to send this letter. Allin favor, motion carried.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 6 Avenue SE Improvement Project.

Application for Payment #4. Randy Sabart reviewed application for payment #4 of $129,325.59 that was
presented. There will be one more payment before the end of this year. The city will receive an invoice from
Stearns County once proceeds go over $750,000.

Kurt Niemeyer stated the CDs are due October 19, in the amount of $50,767.69 and on October 24, in the amount
of $51,178.43. Danita Traut inquired if the city cashes in the CD’s when they mature, where would these funds be
placed. These funds would be placed in the road and bridge account. The city has 10 days before penalties are
incurred.

Danita Traut inquired if the culverts will be cleaned out. Randy Sabart explained that Ferche is aware of the items
that need to be completed and that this is crunch time for them. Randy stated this is on the punch list.

A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Tom Vouk, to approve application for payment #4. Allin favor,
motion carried.

Randy Sabart shared at the end of next month there will be a change order for the speed limits signs. Also, there
will be a separate bill from Traut Wells for the sprinkler system repairs, which has been received at the City. This
involved four property owners.

Dolores Supan stated there’s another CD that matures on November 4 in the general fund, and money in the
savings. Discussion held. Consensus of council was to renew this CD.

Rod Host stated Casey Zins looked at Rod’s ditch after 1 % inches of rain. Rod is inquiring if anything can be done
with this wet land. Randy Sabart in the area of delineated wet land, its prohibited work in these areas. Randy will
follow-up with Casey to discuss with him what his thoughts were.

Randy Sabart explained the speed limit guidelines. Liz Halet gave an updated of the verbiage for the resolution.
The City meets the spacing requirement of residence homes. The City does not need MnDOT’s approval. The City
can eliminate the speed zone. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the
updated resolution for the 35mph speed limit. All in favor, motion carried.

12" Avenue NE Improvement Project. Randy Sabart shared the final plat was delivered to be recorded. May
receive an invoice from the Recorder’s Office for this, the City has received this. Randy shared SEH will start
working on the design in a couple of weeks. This looks like this will be a spring project. Randy stated the first layer
has been laid, and will be stabilized through the winter. Tom Vouk inquired if the Right A Way is complete. Liz
Halet shared most parcel owners have signed acquisition documents a while back. Still waiting for a signature for
the last parcel, which unfortunately changed mortgage companies that caused this process to start over. Liz stated
this is still under review, won’t cause the city to receive new signatures.

Sentry and Falcon Banks. Kurt Niemeyer and Julie Jacobs have signed the paperwork for both banks. Jeff
Blenkush and Tom Vouk still need to sign at Sentry Bank. Kurt will check with Falcon Bank if Tom Vouk is a signer.

Garrett Hansen, Cornerstone Insurance - Insurance Renewal. Julie Jacobs stated no numbers were received from
last month’s meeting. Julie will contact Garrett Hansen for these numbers.

November 3 Elections. Julie Jacobs presented a handout for surrounding areas of what they pay election judges.
This will be brought back to the City Council meeting in January when fees are set.
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Meal for Election Judges. Julie Jacobs shared per last meeting Liz Halet looked into if the city could pay for a meal
for the election judges. Liz was unable to find anything prohibiting the city from supplying lunches/ refreshments
for election judges. Discussion held. Tom Vouk suggested paying a per diem of $10, Danita Traut suggested paying
a per diem for all who work 8 hrs or more, Jeff Blenksuh agreed with 8 hrs or more, Gene Skaj and Steve Trobec
also agreed. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Gene Skaj, to pay election judges a $10 per diem for
all election judges that work 8 hours or more. All in favor, motion carried.

Cleaning up after Dogs in the Parks. Liz Halet reviewed St. Stephen’s animal ordinance, and randomly reviewed
other surrounding city ordinances and some larger metro area ordinances. After reviewing these ordinances, Liz
would propose not to add another ordinance, but to amend the current animal ordinance instead of leaving it
under parks. Other cities had an ordinance that prohibits animal defecation that the person being the order orin
charge of any animal not confined on the person’s property will immediately remove any feces on other properties
or public properties. Another common element was that all people are required to have a means to collect and
dispose of feces. First violation a warning, second a ticket or fine, etc. Jeff Blenkush dropping considered liter. Liz
stated under nuisances it talks about the health fact. Discussion held. Liz stated this could be Included to
ordinance 96.03 sub division 4. Jeff requested that Liz drafts an update ordinance for the November meeting. Liz
noted that to change or add a new ordinance the city needs to provide a notice of the ordinance 10 days before
the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

9t Avenue Status Update: Liz Halet reviewed 2008 ingress/egress easement documentation for Justin parcel that
reference the “no-build” restriction on their 10-acre tract of land. The property owner expressed they would sign
the City’s ROW deed if the City agreed to lift the no-build restriction. The details of the build restriction are unclear
because the survey does not reference a document number and the County has no record of this restriction. A
concern was raised as to the City’s jurisdiction to negotiate this build-restriction. A suggestion was made to
consider annexing the property, but this would be the property owner’s responsibility. Discussion held. Additional
documentation will be sought.

Government Data Policy. Liz Halet explained each government entity is required to have data policies in place for
when requests are received. Main areas are who the designated authorized individuals are. Dispute what would
be charged for data. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the resolution
appointing Julie Jacobs as the responsible authority, and Kurt Niemeyer as the data practices designee. All in favor,
motion carried. Noted that these policies need to be updated every January.

FICA Payroll Tax. Kurt Niemeyér explained as claims are being processed, not everyone has the FICA checked. Due
to tax laws this is required and will be changed on all payees.

Winter Extravaganza. Discussed whether this should be held this year. With the social distancing requirements
due to the pandemic consensus of the council members is not to hold the Winter Extravaganza this year.

Copier Lease. Julie Jacobs explained that the copier lease ends October 27, 2020. The City has four options: 1)
Make two final lease payments and ship the copier to the leasing company; 2) Buy out current copier lease of
$992.01; 3) Upgrade to a new copier, 4) Continue making the same lease payments month to month. Discussion
held on the two copiers options the salesman is suggesting. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita
Traut, to approve the new lease on the HP E72430dn copier. All in favor, motion carried.
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Snow plowing. Jeff Blenkush explained Doug Legatt’s proposal for snow plowing this year. Discussion held. A
motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Steve Trobec, to accept Doug Legatt’s snow plowing proposal of
$105 per hour. Allin favor, motion carried. Julie Jacobs will request something in writing from Doug Legatt.

Old playground equipment. Jeff Blenkush inquired with Liz Halet what the process would be for getting rid of old
playground equipment. Two diggers were discussed, consensus was to have these put back in. Other things from
the playground were thrown away. Jeff will inquire with Janelle about placing diggers back in the playground.

Gate by Snow Plow Truck. Jerome Supan inquired if the gate for the snow plow trucks should be left open or shut.
Steve Trobec stated a city resident was hauling brush in there. Discussion held. Consensus was to lock the gate.
Jerome inquired what kind of lock to buy. Jeff Blenkush will buy a lock.

Schmidty’s is being sold the middle of this month. Julie Jacobs inquired about cigarette and tobacco licenses.
Discussion held. Julie and Jeff Blenkush will check into this.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Newsleaders deadline dates for 2020: Oct. 30, Nov. 13 & 17, and Dec. 11 & 24.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting
adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NP Ol
Julie @s, City CIerkO JeW[Kugh, City Mayor




