MINUTES
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 4, 2020

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Jeff Blenkush

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Blenkush — Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec, and Thomas Vouk (via Webex)
ALSO PRESENT: Kurt Niemeyer, Treasurer, and Julie Jacobs, City Clerk

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jeff Blenkush stated to add under Park, Ken Lahr’s Design Electric Bid, under New
Business remove noise complaints these need to go to the sheriff. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by
Danita Traut, to approve the amended agenda. Allin favor, motion carried.

MINUTES OF OCTOBER MEETING: October City Council Meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by
Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve the amended October 7, 2020 minutes. All in favor, motion
carried.

READING OF THE CLAIMS: October claims were reviewed. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by
Danita Traut, to approve the claims. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: Gene Skaj inquired about the truck payment, did the funds go into the truck account. Kurt
Niemeyer will look into this. A motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to accept the receipts.
All in favor, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For the period: 9/1/2020 to 9/31/2020

Beginning Balance $1,866,801.53
Total Receipts $9,958.00
Total Disbursed $155,749.81
Ending Balance $1,721,009.72
Less Deposits in Transit $0.00
Plus Outstanding Checks $99,269.59
Total Per Bank Statement $1,820,279.31

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Kurt Niemeyer shared he’s been going through two audits. In the future there
will be no 900 account numbers, per the audit. The two CDs were cashed in. Gene Skaj inquired about the
$10,000 that went into the fire department, but isn’t posted. Kurt stated this will be adjusted. A motion was
made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the treasurer report. All in favor, motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

Daniel Czech, variance request. Daniel Czech was requesting a variance and stated he’s withdrawing the request
due to there’s no violation. Jeff Blenkush stated Daniel needs to return to the Planning Commission and explained
his reason for withdrawing this request. Daniel stated he does not have too many sheds. Jeff stated a shed grand-
fathered in cannot be required to be removed. With having a non-conforming shed, Daniel could not receive
another site permit. Danita Traut explained the shed was grandfathered in being too close to the property line.
Daniel inquired why the 2007 site permit was granted. Lisa Marvin explained the first building was fine, it was the
next shed that put Daniel over the ordinance. Lisa explained all sheds are on the property. Tom Vouk stated the
shed grandfathered in was a portable shed. Much discussion held. Lisa encouraged Daniel to attend the Planning
Commission meeting in November to explain the withdrawing of his variance request.
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Brad and Gina Dullinger, variance request. Gina Dullinger presented handouts and shared on behalf of their
parents, who property is at 5 11th Street SW, is an estate with all siblings named. Lisa Marvin explained the
Planning Commission is concerned with this property being in town and goes against the ordinance of non-
conforming use. How to enforce in the future, and second, when someone comes to the Planning Commission
who doesn’t own the land. Gina stated there is a life estate on the parcel, all surviving children are listed on the
county website. Discussion held regarding ideas of how to make this property not non-conforming use.
Highlighted - accessory shed before the house, multiple times this has been granted prior to constructing the
structure. Brad Dullinger stated there’s no primary structure, and having two residences on one parcel has
difficulties with placing a well and sewer, and the parcel is worth more as two parcels.

Danita Traut stated the tax basis and how this affects the city, also how the city has been battling with non-
conforming lots for years. Only times these are granted is when a split and rezoning is done. Plus the driveway is a
concern. Gina shared the handouts explain the driveway. Gene Skaj inquired how many buildings are on the
property. Brad shared the buildings are from the 1980s, four buildings, two pole buildings, and chicken coop.
Danita inquired if a family member plans to purchase a lot. Gina stated no, both lots will be sold. Brad inquired
the reason for removing the buildings. Jeff Blenkush stated the importance of having the city attorney present,
unsure what the laws are for this. Brad inquired if the buildings were non-usable property until it’s built on. Jeff
stated no, would need buildings removed or a livable structure on the property. Lisa Marvin would like to inquire
with Liz Halet if there are any restrictions with having multiple siblings on the estate. Tom Vouk stated per the
ordinance we can’t grant a variance to make a non-conforming property. Much discussion held. Jeff Blenkush for
any further questions from council members, none. Jeff inquired with Lisa is she has any other questions. Lisa just
reiterated the two concerns addressed earlier. Brad asked if variance is denied, is there another option. Jeff
recommends sending this to the city attorney, Liz Halet. Discussion held. Consensus is to discuss with Liz. Jeff will
contact Liz. Tom Vouk suggested that Dullingers check with their lawyer.

Schumer, rezone request. Jim and Marilyn Schumer are requesting a rezone of their property at 1213 County Rd 2
South, currently zoned residential. In the past they could zone the property as they wanted, and put up buildings
without a permit. They are wanting to put up a building this year, and now needing a public hearing. Marilyn
inquired why they never received a letter to rezone to agriculture, being they’ve used this property for 40 year as
agriculture. They have no problem rezoning, just a time issue with these unknown requirements. Jeff Blenkush
stated its farm land and rezoning makes sense. Lisa Marvin stated Planning Commission agreed. With rezoning a
public hearing is needed. Marilyn asked if it could be grandfathered in. Jeff stated this is how zoning is handled,
and the ordinances has been changed for the years. Rezoning isn’t the issue, it’s the timeframe of the mailing and
public hearing. Gene Skaj doesn’t see an issue with granting them the site permit. Jeff suggested a public hearing
for a conditional use. Council members discussed ways to speed up this process. Danita Traut inquired if this was
a mailing or just a legal. Both are required. Discussion held regarding the easiest and quickest way to handle this.
Shared with the Schumer’s a regular meeting cost is $100, a special meeting cost is $240 for the public hearing. A
motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to approve the Schumer request for a public hearing to
rezone from residential to farm residential. All in favor, motion carried.

ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: Gene Skaj reported there were eleven calls in October, with 103 total calls in 2020.
Training will be on auto extraction. With the CARES funds 16 radios were purchased, cost of $47,000. Brockway
Township donated $27,000 CARES funds to St. Stephen’s Fire Department. Five SCBAs (air packs) were purchased.

RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Gene Skaj reported the audit was received, 990s were returned, and the gambling audit was
completed. A donation of $10,000 was received for the fire equipment fund. The two percent monies being
received from the State, $27,000, will be received in about two weeks through an electronic transfer.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Paul Ritter reported the quarterly meeting was cancelled due to COVID, plus there
was nothing on the agenda. Paul stated the county will redo the flood maps, which will need a resolution and the
city needs to participate. Jeff Blenkush will send this information to Liz Halet. Stated sirens are working.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Jerome Supan reported the city streets were bladed. Jerome suggested placing another
speed zone sign going south on 6™ Avenue. There’s only signs going north. This request needs to be sent to
Randy Sabart. Tom Vouk stated he has received complaints about speed limit signs on 6™ Avenue South.

Jerome Supan inquired why curbs are not painted yellow where individuals are not allowed to park. Jeff
Blenkush stated the city can do this, but would need to wait until spring to paint the curbs. Jerome stated in
the cul-de-sacs snow is being pushed on the grass. Jerome will speak to the individuals handling the snow
plowing not to push snow on the grass.

Jeff Blenkush shared someone contacted him that there is a pile of brush at the city garage (i.e. piles of leaves,
a big mess). Danita inquired if there were any dumping signs. Jeff will look at this and talk with a firemen to
take care of this. leff suggests to post signs and will talk with Randy about this. Also, Jeff will pick up a lock for
this and this gate will be kept locked. Jerome Supan stated there’s a road behind this property that individuals
drive on.

Julie Jacobs stated Burski’s snow removal proposal was received. Council members reviewed proposal.
Inquired if this was the same price as last year. The council members are unsure about this. A motion was
made by Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to accept Burski’s proposal for the 2020-2021 snow season. All
in favor, motion carried.

Tom Vouk shared on 6™ Avenue South between Vessie’s and Traut’s property some bags of garbage and a TV
have been dumped on the side the road. Discussion. Recommendation was to ask Ralph Barhorst, if willing, to
pick up items and throw in the city’s garbage, if there’s room. If items can be recycled, to please do so. Julie
Jacobs will contact Ralph.

2. Planning Commission: Lisa Marvin shared there will be a Planning Commission meeting in November, with
two items on the agenda.

3. Park: Jeff Blenkush shared Ken Lahr presented a proposal from Design Electric, Inc. for the lights at the skating
park, and there’s a grant in process to cover this work. Consensus was to do the work, if funds are not
received in time for payment the park budget will be used. A motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by
Gene Skaj, to place the lights at the skating park. All in favor, motion carried.

Julie Jacobs gave an update on the edging boards placed at Hlebain Park. Since last month’s meeting, lumber
prices increased, total cost increased by $75, with a total project cost of $650.

SHERIFF’'S REPORT: Commented the report looks quiet, northing to report.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Danita Traut checked 304 Main Street West property, and shared progress is being made.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
12" Avenue NE Improvement Project. No one in attendance to report status.
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Cleaning up after Dogs in the Parks. Liz Halet provided a draft to the Animal Ordinance. With Liz not in
attendance this evening, this will be placed on December’s agenda for discussion.

9th Avenue Status Update: No one in attendance to give a report status.

NEW BUSINESS:

Rental of City Hall. Jeff Blenkush stated he wants to discuss the rental of the city hall. Currently it closed to
residents, but is questioning about the clubs and organizations. Discussion held how council members feel about
renting the city hall, the state guidelines, and what is the maximum number of individuals in the council chambers.
The maximum number is unknown. Jeff Blenkush will contact Jeff Drais for this number. A motion was made by
Tom Vouk, seconded by Steve Trobec, to let all clubs/organizations rent the city hall who have in the past, as long
as they adhere to the COVID guidelines set forth. All in favor, motion carried.

Discussion held if the Sportsmen’s Club pays for renting the hall, they pay but amount is unknown. The
Sportsmen’s Club is allowed to use the city hall for meetings only, no events.

Smoley Development — speed limit signs request. Gene Skaj commented individuals should call the Stearns
County Sheriff to report speeders. Jeff Blenkush shared Randy Sabart doesn’t suggest posting more speed limit
signs. Consensus is they contact the Stearns County Sheriff.

Canvassing of Votes. Julie Jacobs stated when the General Elections have local positions on the ballot, the City
Council members are required to canvass the votes. Thursday, November 12" at 6:30 p.m. has been set for the
city council members to canvass the votes. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Danita Traut to set
the canvassing of votes meeting for November 12t at 6:30 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Gene Skaj shared the furnace was not working, and the City should expect a bill from Elite Refrigeration Heating &
Air Conditioning, LLC.

Julie Jacobs stated the new copier was delivered Tuesday, November 3. Julie inquired if she has authorization to
sign the contract. Consensus on the council members was yes, she could sign the contract and she’ll handle
contact with the copier company.

Jerome Supan stated with the Ferche project, they’re hauling black dirt and driving through the ditch. The ditch
has water standing there. Jerome spoke with Ferche to fix this, and this still has not been taken care of. Council
recommended that Jerome contact Ferche again to take care of this.

Newsleaders deadline dates for 2020: Nov. 13 & 17, and Dec. 11 & 24.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting
adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie JAcob}, City Clerk ( ) Jeff enf{ugh, City Mayor




