MINUTES
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL, via Webex
JUNE 3, 2020

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Blenkush

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Blenkush — Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec, and Thomas Vouk
ALSO PRESENT: Kurt Niemeyer, Treasurer, Julie Jacobs, City Clerk, Dolores Supan, Outgoing Treasurer, and
Cris Drais, Outgoing Clerk

ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Add Lyle Palmersheim under petitions, requests, and communications. A motion
was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve the amended agenda. All in favor, motion
carried.

MINUTES OF THE MAY COUNCIL & MAY 26™ SPECIAL MEETINGS: The May Council Meeting minutes were
reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Tom Vouk, to approve the May 6, 2020 minutes. All
in favor, motion carried.

The minutes of the May 26" Special Meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by
Danita Traut, to approve the May 26, 2020 minutes. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF THE CLAIMS: May claims were reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita
Traut, to approve the claims. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: Cris Drais reviewed the receipts.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For the period: 4/1/2020 to 4/30/2020

Beginning Balance $1,173,060.36
Total Receipts $875.78
Total Disbursed $213,597.33
Ending Balance $960,338.81
Less Deposits in Transit $0.00
Plus Outstanding Checks $881.47
Total Per Bank Statement $961,220.28

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approval the
treasurer report. All in favor, motion carried.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Randy Sabart gave an update on the 6" Avenue road construction. Stated the
driveway reconstructions that are happening due to the 6 Avenue road construction. In many cases,
residents asked whether J.R. Ferche would reconstruct their driveways or do they seek their own
contractor. Randy Sabart stated they can do their own driveways, and the city will offer a $800
reimbursement towards the cost of the driveway, after the works completed and paid for. If they
choose not to reconstruct their driveway, the city will only reconstruct what was intended. Discussion
held. Consensus of board was to ask J.R. Ferche if they’d be willing to do individuals’ driveways.

Culverts are going in on 6" Avenue. Details from the contractor, is to balance the earth work. Ferche
will need to broaden their work area further north.



ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 3, 2020
Page Two

Feedback regarding roadwork from residents...once detour was figured out they’re managing the
roadwork. Randy Sabart stated J.R. Ferche needs good weather to finish the work. Gene Skaj inquired
about the timeframe. Paving is planned for August, and finishing in mid-September. Cris Drais shared
this has been posted on the city’s website and on Facebook.

Dan Schultz inquired with Randy Sabart about a new zoning map. Cris Dris stated she is still working on
labeling this. Randy Sabart shared his thoughts about the Mark Rodenwald Development’s new proposals. He
liked the proposal with the lower destiny this possible upcoming development.

Randy Sabart shared they meet every Friday to receive 6" Avenue Road Construction updates.

2. 12" Avenue NE —discussion took place regarding the status of the Right of Ways from the residents.
Discussion took place regarding connecting 2" Street NE into the East Crest Development. J.R. Ferche,
Inc. will build the road as it ties into 2" Street NE. Discussion took place regarding the design of 12t"
Avenue NE, and engaging SEH to design of this road to the city limits. Danita Traut suggested receiving
a bid from J.R. Ferche, Inc., while they’'re working here verses having it done later. Randy Sabart stated
there may be a legal issue here, but he’ll ask Tom Javanovich. Randy Sabart shared an aerial view of
the East Crest Development.

7:00 P.M. Public Hearing

Zoning Ordinance 41.16, Subd. 1 (c) Dan Schultz presented the changes to Zoning Ordinance 41.16. Dan
Schultz stated this involves large parcels are over 10 acres. Jeff Blenkush asked if there’s any questions on this
zoning ordinance, Jeff asked a second time, Jeff asked a third time. No questions, the public hearing was
closed. Jeff Blenkush inquired with the council if there were any changes, no changes. A motion was made by
Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to approve the changes to the Zoning Ordinance 41.16, Subd. 1 (c). All
in favor, motion carried.

(Road and Bridge con’t.) The Knettel property is not within the city limits. Randy Sabart inquired where this
road would stop and where the right a way would begin. Discussion held regarding properties within city
limits. Jeff Blenkush stated it’s a good idea to have a design in the books, but the city is not looking at doing
this now. Tom Vouk inquired if Randy Sabart has an idea of the road cost. Randy Sabart stated he would need
to look more closely before guessing at the road cost. Tom Vouk inquired if the city would design from County
Road 5 to 2" Street NE, would it include the northern section regarding drainage. Randy Sabart stated
drainage would be part of the design. Discussion held. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Danita
Traut, to approve SEH to design 12t" Avenue NE from 2" Street NE to County Road 5, to the drainage point.

- All in favor, motion carried. Randy Sabart commented he’ll bring this informationto the next City Council
meeting.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: Church of St. Stephen Gambling Permit. Cris Drais reported
the paperwork and fees were received. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Tom Vouk, to approve
the gambling permit for the St. Stephen parish festival on September 7, 2020. All in favor, motion carried.

Steve Soyka, Land Split. Jeff Blenkush explained the Planning Commission had no quorum in May, so this
request is not formally being received as a motion. Dan Schultz explained the land split and the property
being split would need to be rezoned to R1. Tom Vouk reminded with this rezone a public hearing is needed.
Danita Traut inquired when was the last time this parcel was split. Dan Schultz stated not in the past ten
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years. Steve Soyka shared a neighbor is possibly interested in the buying some of his property. Dan Schultz
recommends upon split to rezone R1. Jeff Blenkush stated if the property is sold before the public hearing,
there’s no need for the public hearing. Tom Vouk inquired with the neighbor’s own property plus Soyka
property that’s for sale, does it equal enough acreage to maintain the RR1 zoning. Jeff Blenkush stated if they
buy before rezoning, there’s no need to be rezoned. The new property owner would need to rezone the
property. Danita Traut inquired if there’s access to this property. Steve Soyka stated there is a driveway
approach off of County Road 2. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve the
Steve Soyka’s land split. All in favor, motion carried.

Jeff Blenkush recommends to set up the public hearing for the next City Council meeting. If this needs to
change, Steve Soyka will let us know. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Steve Trobec, to
approve a rezoning public hearing on July 1, 2020. All in favor, motion carried.

Greg Supan and Faye Schuneman, Land Split. Jeff Blenkush explained the Planning Commission had no
quorum in May, so this request is not formally being received as a motion. Dan Schultz explained their land
has not been split in the past ten years, and its currently zoned R1. They’re requesting a land split with one
parcel being 56.11 acres (parcel B) and the other being 3.26 acres (parcel A). Currently parcels are zoned R1.
They want to rezone parcel B to FR1 and parcel A to RR1. Danita Trautinquired whether it can be farm
residential with no resident. Jeff Blenkush explained zoning cannot be R1, it needs to be rezoned a farm
residential. Danita Traut inquired what the land will be used for after the land split. Greg Supan similar to
now, staying in the agriculture. Greg Supan stated he wanted to add an accessory building in the future. At
that time, he’ll need to contact the site inspector. Prior to the public hearing the acreage needs to be
confirmed.

A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Tom Vouk, to approve the Greg Supan and Faye Schuneman’s
land split. Allin favor, motion carried.

A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve a rezoning public hearing on July 1,
2020. Allin favor, motion carried.

Lyle Palmersheim, Site Permit. Dan Schultz shared that Lyle Palmersheim wants a site permit to finish his
gazebo. He has an attached garage, an additional garage, and two sheds. Last year the City Council requested
the smaller shed be removed before finishing the gazebo. Danita Traut inquired if the shed has been
removed. No, it has not been removed. Jeff Blenkush asked Lyle Palmersheim if he’s agreeable to removing
the shed, before finishing the gazebo. He would like to make this a joint project of tearing down the shed and
using the wood to build the gazebo. Dan Schulz shared how leery he is to allow this, his recommendation is
the shed be removed, and then the site permit is approved: - This is consensus of the council. Jeff Blenkush
reiterated the shed needs to be dismantled. Lyle Palmersheim inquired with the site permit, if he needs to
attend another meeting. Dan Schultz needs to be contacted to give final approval of the site permit. Tom
Vouk stated with a variance it requires a public hearing. Jeff Blenkush agrees a public hearing needs to take
place. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve a public hearing for a variance
for Lyle Palmersheim on July 1, 2020. All in favor, motion carried. Dan Schultz inquired if neighbor notification
is required. Cris Drais stated yes to neighbor notification, and with it not being a special meeting she’ll need to
check the cost. Lyle inquired if he can start dismantling the shed. Discussion held. Consensus was the
decision is his, if the variance isn’t approved at the July 1%t meeting, he would be down one shed.
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ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: Reported that there were 15 calls in May, with a total 47 calls in 2020. More
personal protective equipment (ppe) was ordered. More masks are available. This month’s training is on
plumbing, possibly hands on. Brad Kostreba has five years on the department. The tanker should be
completed by June 30, 2020.

RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Gene Skaj reported the Relief Association dropped information off for the annual audit
to be prepared.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Jeff Drais reported Paul Ritter is the emergency manger and the one who is in
charge for the COVID-19.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES (continued):

3. Planning Commission: Dan Schultz reported that the Mark Rodenwald Development and Bob Hlebain
will be on the agenda. The Planning Commission would like to have an in person meeting this month,
the on-line meeting has been difficult. Jeff Blenkush stated as long as social distancing requirements
are met, he would be fine with this. The recommendation is to wear masks, but it’s not required. Jeff
Blenkush asked the city council members thoughts. Consensus the council members are fine with this.
Jeff Drais will check meeting requirements and let Dan Schultz know.

SHERIFF’S REPORT: This report was sent to the three members on this committee. Danita Traut inquired
about the domestic assault and violation order for protection. Jeff Blenkush will check on these calls and give
clarification at the next meeting.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Danita Traut inquired when the complaint letter was sent. Cris Drais stated it was
confirmed yesterday, and the letter will be mailed this week.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 6" Avenue SE Improvement Project. Jessica Green, with Northland Securities,
presented a finance plan for the City of St. Stephen $950,000 in General Obligation Street Reconstruction
Bonds, Series 2020A (handout with original minutes). The Mayor and the City Clerk will be authorizing the sale
of the bonds on June 25, 2020. Jessica Green stated its better to do before the July 4" holiday week. The
market can be a little sleepy. The contact should be available by the afternoon on June 25, and be signed
between 4 p.m. — 6 p.m. A motion made by Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj to approve the Trigger
Resolution Adopted and the Review of Finance Plan. All in favor, motion carried.

Liquor License Renewal for July 1, 2020 — June 30, 2021. Jeff Blenkush shared the plan at last month’s
meeting. If things continue the way they have been, we can adjust next year’s liquor licenses. Cris Drais

-shared that last month’s failed compliance hasn’t been paid. Discussion held regarding the opening date. Jeff
Blenkush feels due to the limited openings the opening date is when there’s no stipulations on the businesses.
This is consensus of the council. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Jeff Blenkush, to approve a
two-week time limit with a full unrestricted opening. Much discussion held. Role call taken by Cris Drais: Jeff
Blenkush - yes, Gene Skaj — no, Danita Traut — no, Steve Trobec — yes, Tom Vouk— no. The motion failed. A
motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, that when participants are allowed inside the bar,
and the failed compliance check needs to be paid. All in favor, motion carried. Cris Drais suggested a letter be
sent to the bars. Discussion held regarding relaxing/crediting next year’s renewals. A motion was made by
Danita Traut, seconded by Gene Skaj, to accept the liquor license renewal for Trobec’s, Howie’s, and the Rusty
Nail. Allin favor, motion carried. Reuvisit this in three months.
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Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Transfer Agreement: Jeff Blenkush stated this needs to be renewed
for another three-year term. Tom Vouk inquired about a packet. Cris Drais stated a packet will be printed and
placed by the council members mailboxes in the office. A motion made by Tom Vouk, seconded by Gene Skaj,
to renew the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Transfer Agreement with the county for another three
year. All in favor, motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jeff Blenkush stated the bid from Chuck’s Brush & Ditch Cutting, LLC,
needs to be reviewed and discussed tonight. Inquired if the council members feel the city should receive
other bids, or due to the timing and need for the brush and ditches to be cut, to accept Chuck’s bid this year
and think about receiving other bids next year. Danita Traut stated the bid is lower than in the past years, due
to the road construction and the ditches are not being cut. Danita Traut stated A motion was made from Tom
Vouk, seconded by Steve Trobec, to hire Chuck’s Brush & Ditch Cutting, LLC, for this summer. Allin favor,
motion carried.

Cris Drais confirmed the cost of a public hearing is $100, and the cost of a special meeting is $240.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

ot T >amenz, i/)//// M/‘
lie Jacobs, City c:@ Jéy(ﬁlyulh, City Mayor




