MINUTES
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
JULY 1, 2020

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Blenkush

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Blenkush — Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec, and Thomas Vouk
ALSO PRESENT: Kurt Niemeyer, Treasurer, Julie Jacobs, City Clerk, Dolores Supan, Outgoing Treasurer, and
Cris Drais, Outgoing Clerk (via Webex)

ABSENT: None

GUESTS: Steve Soyka, Greg Supan, and Lyle Palmersheim

Jeff Blenkush stated some individuals are attending this meeting via Webex.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the agenda. All
in favor, motion carried.

MINUTES OF JUNE COUNCIL & JUNE 17™ SPECIAL MEETINGS: The June Council Meeting minutes were reviewed.
Changes — 1) Maple Ridge Development to East Crest Development, 2) under Steve Soyka’s land split, and 3)
under Chuck’s Brush & Ditch Cutting. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve
the amended June 3, 2020 minutes. All in favor, motion carried.

The minutes of the June 17t Special Meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Danita Traut, seconded by
Gene Skaj, to approve the June 17, 2020 minutes. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF THE CLAIMS: June claims were reviewed. Jeff Blenkush explained a claim brought to his attention
by Kurt Niemeyer, it’s from GM Well Drilling for the sprinkler system, cost $447.71. A motion was made by Gene
Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to add the GM Well Drilling invoice to the claims. All in favor, motion carried. A
motion made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Gene Skaj, to approve the claims. All in favor, motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: Kurt Niemeyer explained some additional receipts that were received.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For the period: 5/1/2020 to 5/31/2020

Beginning Balance $960,338.81
Total Receipts $982.87
Total Disbursed $12,726.13
Ending Balance $948,595.55
Less Deposits in Transit $0.00
Plus Outstanding Checks $70,009.31
Total Per Bank Statement $1,018,604.86

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approval the
treasurer report. All in favor, motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: Brian Quaal — Consolidation of Parcels. Dan Schultz gave a
brief explanation of Brian Quaal’s two parcels he wants to consolidate into one parcel, one parcel being a non-
conforming parcel. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the consolidation of
the two parcels on Brian Quaal’s property. All in favor, motion carried. An approved copy of the August 5 City
Council minutes to Brian after the August 5% City Council meeting.
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ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: Jeff Drais reported there were 11 calls in June, with a total 59 calls in 2020. Tim
Borgert has five years on the fire department. Monday’s meeting will be on training via Webex. The new fire
truck looks great, very nice, it’s all plastic. The fire truck has a lifetime guarantee on the tank and body.

RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Gene Skaj reported there’s nothing new with the Relief Association audit, only that the
cost of the audit has increased.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Jeff Drais reported for Paul Ritter that Paul will be attending the quarterly
emergency management meeting the end of the month. Noted both sirens went off during June.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Jerome Supan inquired with Randy Sabart about the cracking on 11" Street SE and
Second Street NE if these roads should be seal coated. Randy Sabart stated he’ll need to look at these
roads, but usually cities try to wait seven to nine years before looking at seal coating. Randy suggested
crack filling, but this is the City Council’s decision. Randy Sabart will look at both streets. Discussion held.
Cris Drais reported in the October 2018 minutes a motion was made and approved for Aztec to do work on
11%" Street.

Tom Vouk inquired of 12" Street’s Right A Way. Randy Sabart commented the Right A Way plat is ready,
but the survey is not completed. Gene Skaj shared J.R. Ferche’s plan is to place culverts in the ditches.

Jerome Supan inquired if a speed limit has been established on 6" Avenue SE. Randy Sabart stated it has
not been established, the State Aid Engineer was asked and stated this needs a speed study.

Kurt Niemeyer stated he had an inquiry about Smoley Addition and having a speed limit sign placed off of
County Road 2. Discussion held regarding speed limits in St. Stephen. Randy Sabart replied this is stated by
a statutory standard. Legislature set this so local government can decide. There needs to be several
warrants to lower speed limits. Gene Skaj suggested having a sign like “Children at Play” to remind people
to slow down. Discussion held. Jeff Blenkush closed the regular meeting.

7:00 P.M. Public Hearing

Steve Soyka Rezoning. Dan Schultz explained Steve Soyka’s land split was approved. Steve Soyka sold the
property being split off, and that property needs to be rezoned to R1, lot is less than two acres. The joining
property owner bought this parcel. Jeff Blenkush asked if there’s any questions on Steve Soyka rezoning request,
Jeff asked a second time, Jeff asked a third time. No questions, the public hearing was closed. Jeff Blenkush
inquired with the council if there were any questions, no questions. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded
by Gene Skaj, to approve Steve Soyka’s rezone from RR1 to R1. All in favor, motion carried.

Greg Supan & Faye Schuneman Rezoning. Dan Schultz explained Greg Supan and Faye Schuneman property is all
zoned residential. The proposal is the house property be rezoned RR1, the remaining property be rezoned farm
residential. Jeff Blenkush asked if there’s any questions on Greg Supan and Faye Schuneman’s rezoning request,
Jeff asked a second time, Jeff asked a third time. No questions, the public hearing was closed.

Jeff Blenkush inquired with the council if there were any questions. Gene Skaj inquired how much land the house
is on. Greg Supan stated under four acres, farm land is 56.11 acres. A motion was made by Tom Vouk, seconded
by Steve Trobec, to approve the rezone of the house parcel to RR1 and the agriculture to farm residential. All in
favor, motion carried. Jeff Blenkush closed the public hearing.
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Lyle Palmersheim Variance. Dan Schultz explained Lyle Palmersheim constructed a gazebo without the proper
site permit. Lyle was asked to remove one of the buildings, due to too many buildings on his property, so Lyle
needs a variance. The City Clerk confirmed no correspondence was received for this variance request. Dan
Schultz is concerned the city may be setting a precedence, it’s okay for residents to build and then ask the city for
a variance. Dan Schultz requested it be noted that site permits are required for building on your property and if
this is not received the resident many not receive a variance. Jeff Blenkush asked if there’s any questions on Lyle
Palmersheim Variance request, Jeff asked a second time, Jeff asked a third time. No questions, the public hearing
was closed.

Jeff Blenkush inquired with the council members if there were any questions. Tom Vouk shared the city was fine
due to when Lyle bought this property all buildings were already on the property. The city is requiring that one
building be taken down in order for Lyle to the continue building of the gazebo, and to maintain the number of
buildings on the property, and not adding any additional buildings to his property. A motion was made by Gene
Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to grant the variance for the gazebo with the conditions put forth. All in favor,
motion carried.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES (con't):
Randy Sabart share more information about speed limits. Flashers show drivers their speed, helps gain
compliance with the drivers. Jeff Blenkush stated this is the first he’s hearing of this request. Discussion
held. Jeff Blenkush will share this information with Kellan Hemmesch, of Stearns County, about the
speeding concern in Smoley Addition. It’s unknown what times of day most speeding happens. Jerome
Supan stated this is a rural area, we have farmers and machinery on these roads, we can’t have a 50-mph
speed limit.

2. Planning Commission: Dan Schultz reported there’s been many e-mails between Kelly Springer regarding
Mark Rodenwald’s Development. Dan is unsure if she’ll request to attend July’s Planning Commission
meeting. Bob Hlebain attended June’s meeting inquiring about realigning his properties. If Bob Hlebain
makes this request, it will go to the City Council, due to the Planning Commission made the motion for Bob
to move ahead, if he wishes. Also, Brian Quaal was present asking for his variance. Dan stated its uncertain
if a July meeting will happen at this time.

SHERIFF’S REPORT: nothing was submitted.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Danita Traut inquired if the complaint letter was mailed regarding the cluttered yard. Yes,
letter was mailed. Danita Traut commented there’s no changes to this property, she will continue to watch.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 6" Avenue SE Improvement Project.

Northland Securities Bond Information. Jessica Green, with Northland Securities, reported the bond sales on
June 25, 2020, was a successful sale. The original finance plan was $950,000, but was closed at $940,000. The
downsize of the bond to $940,000 was due to great interest rates. Jessica Green presented the $940,000 General
Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds, Series 2020A, for the council members to review (document attached to
original minutes). Jessica Green stated congratulations to the city it was a very successful bond sale, and thanked
the council for working with Northland Securities. If the city would have any questions, do not hesitant to
contact her.

The Resolution Providing for the Issuance and Sale of $940,000 General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds,
Series 2020A, and Levying a Tax for the Payment Thereof was reviewed. A motion made by Gene Skaj, seconded
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by Danita Traut, to approve the Resolution Providing for the Issuance and Sale of $940,000 General Obligation
Street Reconstruction Bonds, Series 2020A, and Levying a Tax for the Payment Thereof. All in favor, motion
carried. Jessica Green stated the bonds proceeds will be delivered to the City on July 22, 2020.

Application for Payment. Randy Sabart reviewed the application for payment no. 1 (document attached to
original minutes). Highlighted was the standard practices for a city is to hold 5% ($21,247.82). Amount eligible to
date is $403,706.63. A motion Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the application for payment to
J.R. Ferche. All in favor, motion carried.

Small Change Order. Randy Sabart explained the contract requires construction of subsurface soil corrections in
the form of muck excavation (document attached to original minutes). Randy Sabart explained a geotextile fabric
was placed, this is an effective way to deal with soft soils. Second part of the change order was to remove trees
and brush prices reviewed by MnDOT. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to approve
the change order of $10,889.46. Discussion held. Jeff Blenkush inquired if there were any more questions with
this change order. All in favor, motion carried.

Driveway Reconstruction by Property Owners Update. Randy Sabart shared a couple of property owners have
inquired about having their driveways reconstructed. Randy shared there’s a newsletter going to residents
explaining the driveway reconstruction and including information about the reimbursement. Much discussion
held. Highlighted: every driveway will be looked at independently, cost will vary; Knife River is not interested in
driveway reconstruction; Jeff Hanson, with MN Paving, did bids for many driveways; section of driveway
reconstructed will be look at individually. Jeff Blenkush inquired any further questions for Randy Sabart or Scott
Hedlund. Rod Host inquired about the driveway reimbursement, and wanting his driveway sloped correctly.
Randy Sabart stated the construction observer in the field will measure the areas necessary, and shared that all
leveling was not complete. SEH will look closely at this. Much discussion held.

Jerome Supan inquired when the mailboxes would be placed, and if two mailboxes can be on one post. Randy
Sabart shared mailboxes will be placed late August or early September. This will allow for landscaping to be
completed first. Two mailboxes on one post may be too heavy, this will be looked into.

Gene Skaj inquired on County Road 5 when the reclaim will be done. Randy Sabart is unsure. Greg Supan stated
Knife River said in about two weeks.

Rod Host inquired if all mailbox posts are being replaced. Randy Sabart said yes, it’s in the contract, and the plan
is to replace all posts with a swing away style. Jerome Supan inquired which side of the road. Randy stated they
will refer that to the postmaster for recommendations, typically they are placed where they were before the
project. The postmaster or postal carrier may recommend another solution for easier mail-delivery. Randy
Sabart inquired if Cris Drais or Julie Jacobs would have postal contact information. Cris Drais will share with SEH.

Compliance Check Update. This payment has been received.

NEW BUSINESS: COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. Liz Halet explained the State is requiring every city to have a plan
in place by July 1, 2020. Highlighted: Appendix A — Health Screening form needs to be completed by every
individual entering the City Hall (i.e. staff, visitors, firefighters, etc.) Jeff Blenkush recommends having a box for
blank forms and a box for completed forms. Important to keep residents and their employees safe. Discussion
held. This information was received by the League of Minnesota. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by
Danita Traut, to accept the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. All in favor, motion approved.
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Sentry Bank Approval of Signers (Clerk & Treasurer). Cris Drais shared the approved signers need to be specified
in this meeting that Julie Jacobs and Kurt Niemeyer are authorized signers. A motion was made by Steve Trobec,
seconded by Gene Skaj, to authorize Julie Jacobs and Kurt Niemeyer as new and authorized signers for the City of
St. Stephen. Allin favor, motion carried.

Resolution for Election Judges. Julie Jacobs shared the resolution for election judges needs to be reviewed by
council members and the election judges need to be accepted. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by
Danita Traut, to accept the Resolution Appointing Election Judges. All in favor, motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS: Danita Traut inquired if the National Night Out would be happening this
year. Cris Drais stated on the National Night Out website they are encouraging to hold this on October 6, 2020.
Danita Trauat inquired if the zoo was reserved for the day. Cris Drais stated no they weren’t contacted.

City Hall Rental — Jeff Blenkush explained he has been receiving requests for the renting of the City Hall. At this
time, we are not taking any future reservations. It's too unknown at this time, so the city can’t commit to
reserving the City Hall.

Jerome Supan inquired with Liz Halet regarding 9™" Avenue NW how are the Right of Way is going. She will check
on this and follow up with an email, and Jeff Blenkush will forward this email to the council members.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting
adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Oz C)//W—”

Julie/Jacobs, City Clerk Jef\fﬂlf(us‘n City Mayor




