St. Stephen City Council Agenda - April 1, 2015
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MINUTES

ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL

- "“‘AEPRIL 1,2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All together.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cindy VanderWeyst — Mayor, Jeff Blenkush, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut and Thomas J.
Vouk — Council, Dolores Supan-Treasurer and Cris Drais-City Clerk.

ABSENT: None.

MINUTES OF THE MARCH MEETING: The meeting minutes from the March Meeting were reviewed. Gene
Skaj made a motion fo approve the minutes. Jeff Blenkush seconded the motion. Motion carried.

READING OF THE BILLS: The Clerk presented the Claims. To date the Total is: $13,552.49. Discussion took
place regarding service don’t on a fire truck’s transmission to rebuild its computer. The Clerk shared that the
exterminator that services City Hall stated he’d come take care of any ground bees at the Hlebain Park upon notice.
The $2,000 receipt and check is a reimbursement from the state after a fire fighter’s retirement payment is made.
$1,000 per fire fighter. This reimbursement covers Frank Vouk & Chuck Verhaagh. Danita Traut made a motion
to approve the Claims. Jeff Blenkush seconded the motion. Motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: Receipts for the month total: $71,993.10.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Beginning Balance - ' $903,059.41
ADD: March Deposits _ $71,993.10
LESS: March Checks $16,185.16
New Checkbook Balance _ $958,867.35

Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

Girl Scouts, Silver Award: The Girl Scouts updated the City Council on their Silver Award work status. In
addition to the painting work that was done, the Girls Scouts would like to build a Little Free Library to put up in
town. The little library would be stocked/maintained by the Girl Scout troop for the 1% year. The Little Free
Library would have to be registered and licensed nationally. The Girl Scouts looked at expenses for the project
and have projected a cost of approximately $200. Jeff Blenkush made a motion for the City of St. Stephen to
donate $200 for supplies to build a Little Free Library for the City. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

Denise Leahy, Helping Hands: Denise shared an update regarding the services of Helping Hands in
St. Stephen and Brockway Township. Helping Hands has offered exercise classes and meals. Denise shared that
there will be a change in her job as her vista term is ending on August 2%, Karen Skaj will continue as the City’s
Site Coordinator. Denise shared that Jeff Fromm will be retiring. His replacement will be Frank Hanes. Mayor
VanderWeyst stated that the Helping Hands contract has been passed on to the City Attorney for rewew due to the
changes made in it.

o Trobec’s Bar & Grill: Dave Trobec requested permission to close 2 Street for the annual Chicken Fry on
«Zuesday, June 2™ from 9 AM to 2 AM. Jeff Blenkush made a motion to approve the closure of % Street on
Tuesday, June 2% for the Chicken Fry from 9 AM to 2 AM. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Motion carried.




Gambling Control Info for Trobec’s Bar & Grill: Dave Trobec shared paperwork from the MN Gambling
Control Department. A premises permit was granted to Central MN Sexual Assault Center, effective April 1,
2015. A copy of approved paperwork was shared with the City for filing purposes.

ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: The FD had 4 calls in March. March’s training will be vehicle training in the
City Hall parking lot. A grain bin training is on the training schedule. 320 people attended the FD breakfast on
Palm Sunday. The 300 Raffle will take place on Friday, April 24™ at Howie’s Corner Bar at 8:30 PM. Per the
DNR, a burning ban is in place with no variance permits being issued. The DNR updates its burning permit page
daily online.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: The sirens went off in St. Stephen recently. At the Governor’s Conference, a
state wide law to sound sirens the same. Skywarn Training will be held at the Albany City Hall on April 181,

SHERIFE’S REPORT: Followed EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Jerome Supan asked the Council about painting the crosswalk at the Church.
After the County initially put it in, the City was told that the City would be responsible for maintaining
it. The Council agreed that the crosswalk should be repainted. The erosion at the corner of Co Rd 5
and 6™ Ave SE were discussed. The area of 6 Ave SE near Jerome’s property was discussed again as
the gravel is depleting. The culvert that goes under 6™ Ave SE near the Traut Farm was discussed. The
handicapped parking signs at City Hall were discussed.

2. Parks and Recreation: The Easter Egg Hunt has 129 children register for door prizes. Next year’s
event will have all 3 age groups entering the ball field at the same time using 3 different entrances.

3. Planning Commission: Dan Schultz shared that there was no movement on Mark Rodenwald’s
development as there was a discrepancy in the property description of the land to be purchased. It
could take up to 6 months to be resolved. Jason Ferche is looking at going forward with a development.
No contact has been made with the City. Brad Crabtree was at the February PC meeting but didn’t
have all of his paperwork completed. Ben Supan requested splitting the communications tower from
his property. Discussion took place regarding the Pool Ordinance that the City Attorney prepared in
comparison to the one submitted by the PC. Tt will be reviewed again in order to see if it doesn’t need
to be so lengthy. The PC will review and clarify yard sheds as referenced in the ordinance book.

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Discussion took place regarding the outdoor tables & chairs outside of Howie’s Corner
Bar. Lieutenant Jon Lentz reported that there was no mention of problems last year with the tables ouiside. He
recommended setting up some sort of station in order to mark off the area. Liecutenant Leniz reviewed the 1%
Quarter of Police Service. Contract hours were as follows: January: 39 hrs, February: 31 hrs and March: 34 hrs.
Lieutenant Lentz reviewed the citations and traffic stops marked off in these months. Snowmobiles and ATVs
were discussed.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Nothing at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Huls Lawn Service: The cost this year will be $1,820 for mowing all properties. Last
year the cost was $1,700 each month. Discussion took place regarding not prepaying for service.

F

Ferche Property (Smoley Addition): It was shared that in the purchase discussion, Jason Fér_che brought forward o
limiting the park dedication fee for his 58 acres to $10,000 when it should be approximately $26,000. Discussion



took place regarding the fact that the City was willing to pay the price asked for the property in the Smoley
Addition so he should pay the park dedication fee. Discussion also centered on the fact that these are separate
~~~roperties so tying them together is wrong.

NEW BUSINESS: Appeals & Equalization Meeting: May 5 @ 6:30 PM. The Sportsmen Club will be hosting a
free giveaway if they are able to get trees via the DNR. The Sportsmen Club will be hosting a birdhouse making
event on April 12™ from 1:00-3:00 PM. Howie’s may be coming to the May meeting regarding their Conditional
Use Permit for the outdoor seating. Their current CUP runs to July 1, 2015. Discussion took place regarding a
City Car Show.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Jeff Blenkush made a motion to adjourn. Gene Skaj
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

TIME: 8:52 PM

Respectfully submitted,
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City Clerk Mayor




