
MINUTES 
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL 
April 5, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:30P.M.      PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Lisa Marvin  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lisa Marvin – Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec, and Thomas Vouk 
ALSO PRESENT:  Kurt Niemeyer, Treasurer and Dayna Then, City Clerk     
GUESTS:  Liz Halet, City Attorney, City Engineer Randy Sabart, Amanda Hawkins, Bob Hlebain, Paul Ritter, Frank Vouk 
Tim Meland, Stearns County Sheriff’s Department and Patricia Haase. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made with the addition under Unfinished Business to add 4 Way Stop light, 
Fire Bay Floor progress and Easter Egg Hunt, New Business- South Fire Bay Door. Motion was made by Gene Skaj, 
seconded by Steve Trobec agenda. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

MINUTES OF MARCH MEETING: City Council Meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Danita Traut, 
seconded by Gene Skaj, to approve the minutes. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

READING OF THE CLAIMS: Claims were reviewed. A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Danita Traut, to 
approve the claims. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

READING OF RECEIPTS:  Receipts were reviewed. A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Danita Traut, to 
approve the receipts. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  For the period: 2/1/2023 to 2/28/2023 
 

Beginning Balance $1,763,090.95 

Total Receipts $12,896.87 

Total Disbursed $35,413.68 

Ending Balance $1,740,574.14 

Less Deposits in Transit $0.00 

Plus Outstanding Checks $14,731.60 

Total Per Bank Statement $1,755,305.74 
 

Treasurer’s report reviewed. Kurt Niemeyer shared that the council will need to take a motion to accept the Limited 
Disclosure Dissemination Agent Agreement through Northland Securities.  A motion was made by Tom Vouk, 
seconded by Danita Traut, to approve the treasurer’s report. All in favor, motion carried. Motion was made by Steve 
Trobec, seconded by Gene Skaj to approve the Limited Disclosure Dissemination Agent Agreement through 
Northland Securities. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  Patricia Haase addressed the council regarding the White Oak 
Country Estates specifically to the holding ponds and possible changes to the development plat. Haase expressed 
that she is concerned that the drainage ponds are designed to allow proper drainage and to not affect adjacent 
properties.  
 
Mike Leggett addressed the council regarding an excluded gambling event approval through the St Stephen Legion 
Post for a 50/50 raffle to be held at The Rusty Nail on April 29th, 2023. Due to the Legion not holding a 501. (c) (3) 
this will be an excluded permit that the state does not require a permit application to be submitted or a fee to be 
paid but does require that the event is ran though the local governing authority and require that the raffle is limited 
to a $1,500.00 cash value limit. No council motion is needed.  
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ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: Gene Skaj reported 5 calls in March and 3 calls already in April totaling 33 calls in 2023. 
This month’s training is on The Art of Reading Smoke with the EMR refresher continuing. On April 22nd the 
department will hold a Badge Ceremony. The Fire Hall floors will be refinished between May 8th through the 10th.  
 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Gene Skaj reported that the department is still waiting on the 2% relief payment.  
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: No report per Paul Ritter.  Lisa Marvin reported that not all 4 lights are flashing at the 
4 Way stop on County Road 2 and 5. The south light is currently out. Dayna will call Design Electric to have the light 
repaired.  
 
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:  
1. Road and Bridge: Bob Hlebain gave a report on the road conditions on 12th Ave NE have been in rough condition. 

The road was able to be graded by Burske once 12th started to dry out. Tri County Excavating was contacted to 
add some gravel to the road in a few spots until the road is entirely dry enough to be graded.  
 

2. Planning Commission: Amanda Hawkins reported that the board met in March and discussed and reviewed a few 
items such as height restrictions on buildings, and Solar Energy unit installs that are currently part of our 
ordinance to be left as is; no further review would be needed. The Planning Board also discussed a potential lot 
split and rezoning question that no action would be taken at this current time but would be needing further 
review by the planning board if the property owners decided to move forward and apply formally for a permit. 
The board also discussed the need to review and create a local ordinance addressing the legalization of 
cannabinoid regulations. Dayna will report back to the Panning Board after she receives feed back from the 
League of MN Cities.  
 

3. Park: None 
 
4. Personnel: None 

 

5. Health Committee: Lisa Marvin gave a report on the noxious weed course that she recently attended. Steve 
Trobec and Lisa will do a city tour and will be able to give a report to the council when completed.  

 

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Tim Meland reported to the council that there were 35.5 contracted hours worked. The month 
was uneventful with only two citations written.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
White Oak County Estates Development - Liz Halet reported that the Developers submitted the Letter of Credit and 
Insurance letter but both documents were not complete. Liz is still waiting to hear back after resubmitting her 
request to have the documents fully completed. Lisa Marvin asked that both Randy Sabart and Liz Halet inform the 
Developer that is project needs to be wrapped up and completed. This item will be placed on the next months 
agenda for final approval.  
 
Ferche Addition – Lisa Marvin reported to the council that a special meeting will be held to further discuss this topic 
and to provide dates of availability for a meeting. All members agreed that April 25th, at 6:30 pm would work to 
schedule the special meeting if the other party chose not to move forward at the regular scheduled meeting to be 
held on May 3rd. Liz will reach out to the other party to confirm meeting dates and to confirm that the meeting will 
be held with the city attorney present.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS CONTINUED:  
 
National Night Out – Danita Traut has reached out to 4 committees regarding participation in the event. The 
meeting will be held at the Lions Shelter the first part of May.  
 
4 Way Stop – Randy Sabart reported to the council that he did reach out to the county regarding the traffic issues at 
the 4 Way stop and increasing visibility of the 4 Way stop to potentially control traffic running the stop light. 
 
Egg Hunt – Lisa Marvin informed the council that the egg hunt will be held at the church parking lot and not at the 
city park due to snow. Gene Skaj and Steve Trobec will bring tables, chair and cones. Council and staff to meet at 
9:15 at the church parking lot.  
 
Fire Bay South Door- Steve Trobec reported that the combination entry lock is not always locking and is need of 
repairs. Dayna will call a lock smith and have the door key fob repaired. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
Donation Resolution - A motion was made by Steve Trobec, seconded by Tom Vouk to approve Resolution No. 
04052023 accepting a donation made in the amount of $1,000.00 to Fire Department. All in favor, motion carried.  
  
MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
St. Stephen Sportsmen’s Club – Frank Vouk reported that the Firearms Safety courses are set for the month of April 
and will be held at City Hall.  
 
Newsleader deadline dates for 2023: April 7 & 21, May 5 & 19 June 2 & 16, July 7 & 21, Aug. 4 & 18, Sept. 1 & 15, 
Oct. 6 & 20, Nov. Nov. 3 & 17, Dec. 1 & 15 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Gene Skaj, seconded by Steve Trobec, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:43p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
               
Dayna D. Then, City Clerk     Lisa Marvin, City Mayor 


