IMINUTES

ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 5, 2020

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30PM.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All together.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Blenkush — Mayor, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec and Thomas J. Vouk —
Council and Cris Drais-City Clerk.

ABSENT: Dolores Supan-Treasurer.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: The agenda for the February meeting was reviewed. Gene Skaj made a motion to
approve the agenda. Steve Trobec seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY COUNCIL & JANUARY 15™ SPECIAL MEETING: The minutes of the
January Council Meeting were reviewed. Under the terms of the St. Stephen Fire & Rescue Officers, Jeff
Blenkush’s and Brian Quaal’s terms go until 2022. Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the minutes with the
change. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Motion carried. The minutes of the January 15" Special Meeting
were reviewed. Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the minutes. Steve Trobec seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

READING OF THE CLAIMS: The Clerk presented the Claims. The total to date included payroll for City
Council and City plow employees is $7,641.02. With the new payroll law (MN Wage Theft Act, effective
1/1/2020), Council is to be paid monthly vs quarterly. Attorney Liz Halet is looking into pay regulations for City
committees. The Fire Department passed a motion to continue getting paid bi-annually. Each fire fighter will sign
paperwork noting this to be kept on file. Steve Trobec made a motion to approve the Claims to date. Gene Skaj
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS & REPORTS: The Clerk reviewed the papers prepared by the Treasurer: Cash
Control Statement, Receipts Register, Schedule 1 and Disbursements Register. The Cash Control Statement for
01/01/2020-01/31/2020 has 4 less funds. The Fire Capital Equipment Fund, General Debt Service Fund, Civic
Debt Fund and White Oak Country Estates Escrow Account were removed as they have carried a $0.00 balance
and the White Oak Country Estates Escrow Account was closed. Receipts for the month total: $49,742.52.

TREASURER’S REPORT: For the Period: 01/01/2020-01/31/2020

Beginning Balance $1,175,383.09
Total Receipts $49,742.52
Total Disbursed $64,152.54
Ending Balance $1,160,973.07
Less Deposits in Transit $0.00
Plus Outstanding Checks $19,015.61
Total Per Bank Statement $1,179,988.68

Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Danita Traut seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: None.




ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: City Clerk Drais reported that there were 5 calls in January for a total of 5 calls
in 2020. The February training will be Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) — hands on medical training and
scenarios.

Relief Association: President Gene Skaj stated the Annual Meeting was held on January 27%. Danita Traut made
a motion to approve the 5% deferred interest payment for the Relief Association pension for deferred members for
2020. Tom Vouk seconded the motion. Motion carried. The Relief Association’s Breakfast will be on April 5%
and the raffle will be on April 24™.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Paul Ritter was in attendance and reported that he’d attended the Quarterly
Emergency Management Meeting. Flooding of the Mississippi and Sauk Rivers were discussed at the meeting.
Paul shared 3 quotes from Frontline Warning Systems. Estimate #1: service/maintenance and 1 set of batteries for
2020 for the 6™ Ave NE siren. Cost: $830.00. Estimate #2: service/maintenance, 1 set of batteries & 1 speaker
driver replacement. Cost: $2155.00. Estimate #3: service/maintenance, 1 set of batteries & 2 speaker drivers to
bring the 6™ Ave NE siren to 129dB (which would match the CSAH 2 siren). Siren would be open already so easy
to add. Just pay for parts. $3465.00. The siren was installed in 2005. Discussion took place that an upgrade
would give the siren further range with the potential expansion of the city vs installing another siren. Steve Trobec
made a motion to approve Estimate #3 for the 6" Ave NE siren. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The CSAH 2 siren is okay.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Road Overseer Jerome Supan was absent. Discussion took place regarding Stearns
County cleaning snow around the City. The cul-de-sacs have been cleared out also.

2. Planning Commission: Chair Person Dan Schultz stated that a resident had been in to discuss land
consolidation and split. Attorney Tom Jovanovich will check if he has the information to change
Ordinance 41 regarding out-building sizes and if a public hearing needs to be held. Chair Person &
Deputy Chair positions were discussed at the Planning Commission Meeting. It was recommended to
keep the positions the same with Dan Schultz as Chair and Perry Nistler as Deputy Chair. Danita Traut
made a motion to approve Dan Schultz as Planning Commission Chair and Perry Nistler as Deputy
Chair for 2020. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried. The zoning map was discussed. The
Clerk will get updates to Engineer Randy Sabart so the office can update the map.

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Nothing at this time.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Nothing at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Clerk/Treasurer Job Descriptions & Application: Attorney Liz Halet shared
applications for the positions. A due date for applications was discussed. The Clerk will send the applications out
after the Council meeting with a due date of February 14", The Personnel Committee, Jeff Blenkush & Danita
Traut, will review the applications. The Attorney’s Office will prepare questions. Interviewing was discussed.
Interviews will take place at 7 PM on March 4™ during the Council Meeting.

7:00 PM ~ Public Hearing: Proposal to Adopt a Street Reconstruction Plan & the Intent to Issue General-
Obligation Street-Reconstruction Bonds

At this time, the regular meeting was closed for the Public Hearing. Jessica Green from Northland Public Finance
shared a City of St. Stephen, MN Five Year Street Reconstruction Plan 2020-2024. The plan includes an
Introduction, Statutory Authority and Requirements, History and Existing Street Reconstruction Bonds, Net Debt



Limit and Proposed Street Reconstruction and Cost Estimate. The bonding amount for the year 2020 6™ Ave SE
from CSAH 5, Main Street East south to the St. Stephen city limits would be $1,500,000.00. Mayor Blenkush
asked if there were any questions regarding the plan. It was asked if the grant would still be available to the City.
The understanding is that if the project is started in 2020, the grant will be available. It was stated that paperwork
for easements still need to be signed. The State of MN won’t let bids be secured until the right of ways are
acquired. Attorney Tom Jovanovich stated that if the City approves the bonding for a street-reconstruction plan at
the meeting, residents would be able to sign easement paperwork on site. It was confirmed that if the Council
voted to moved forward with a street-reconstruction plan, there would be no assessment to the property owners.
All residents will pay for the project based on a 15 or 20 year option. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:12 PM.
Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the Resolution Adopting a Street Reconstruction Plan and Approving the
Issuance of General Obligation Bonds. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Clerk/Treasurer Job Descriptions & Application (con’t): Discussion took place
regarding emphasis needing to be placed that the Clerk does not make decisions on the City’s behalf. The Clerk
may be the first point of communication. Job descriptions were reviewed for each position. On the Clerk’s job
description, the following edit was made: Sign all official papers as approved by City Council. Steve Trobec
made a motion to approve the job descriptions for Clerk and Treasurer. Danita Traut seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: MN Wage Theft Act (effective 1/1/2020): The new law states that every employer must pay
all wages, including salary, earned by an employee at least once very 31 days. St. Stephen Fire & Rescue passed a
motion at their business meeting to continue getting paid bi-annually. Attorney Liz Halet has a call into the State
of MN regarding stipend pay for positions such as Road Overseer, Park Overseer, Site Inspector and the Planning
Commission.

Easter Egg Hunt: An Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 11, 2020. The Clerk will order candy only eggs for
the event.

Resolution 02052020: A Resolution Appointing Election Judges for the 2020 Presidential Primary: The
Clerk presented a resolution asking for approval of persons listed to serve as election judges and approve payment
per the 2020 salary schedule during training and on election day. Gene Skaj made a motion to approve Resolution
02052020: A Resolution Appointing Election Judges for the 2020 Presidential Primary. Danita Traut seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 2020 Newsleader publication dates were listed on the agenda.

Attorney Tom Jovanovich said that there are 4-6 residents that won’t sign papers for 6" Ave SE. The next step
would be to file summons and complaints against the residents. The Council was in agreement with going forward
with this to keep the process going.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Gene Skaj made a motion to adjourn. Tom Vouk seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

TIME: 7:48 PM

Respectfully submitted, /) // O m

City Clerk M/t / / / I




EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF ST. STEPHEN, MINNESOTA

HELD: FEBRUARY 35,2020

Pursuant to due call, a regular or special meeting of the City Council of the City of St.
Stephen, Stearns County, Minnesota, was duly held at the city hall on February 5, 2020, at 6:30
p.m., for the purpose, in part, of adopting a street reconstruction plan and authorizing issuance of
general obligation bonds.

The following members were present: Mayor Jeff Blenkush, Council Members: Gene
Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec and Tom Vouk

and the following were absent: None.

Member Gene Skaj introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A STREET RECONSTRUCTION PLAN AND APPROVING
THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS

WHEREAS, the City of St. Stephen, Minnesota (the "City"), has determined that it is in
the best interest of the City to authorize the issuance and sale of general obligation bonds
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 475.58, subdivision 3b, as amended (the "Act"), to
finance the cost of street reconstruction projects, as described in the proposed street
reconstruction plan described below, a copy of which is on file in the Administrator’s office; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the City is authorized to issue and sell general
obligation bonds for street reconstruction under the circumstances and within the limitations set
forth in the Act. The Act provides that a street reconstruction plan may be financed with general
obligation bonds, following adoption of a street reconstruction plan, aftera public hearing on the
street reconstruction plan and on the issuance of general obligation bonds and other proceedings
conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Act; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the City has prepared a five year street reconstruction
plan, which describes the streets to be reconstructed, the estimated costs and any planned
reconstruction of other streets in the City, including the issuance of general obligation bonds
under the Act (the "Plan"), to determine the funding strategy for street reconstruction projects;
and

WHEREAS, on February 5, 2020, the City Council held a public hearing on the adoption
of the Plan and the issuance of not to exceed approximately $1,500,000 general obligation bonds
(the "Bonds") under the Plan for street reconstruction improvements to those streets described in
the Plan (the "Street Reconstruction Projects") after publication of the notice of public hearing
not less than 10 days nor more than 28 days prior to the date thereof in the City's official
newspaper; and

WHEREAS, all parties who appeared at the public hearing were given an opportunity to
express their views with respect to the proposal to adopt the Plan and to undertake and finance
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the Street Reconstruction Projects by the issuance of Bonds and any written comments submitted
prior to the public hearing were considered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of St. Stephen,
Minnesota, as follows:

1. City Policies and Goals. The financing of the Street Reconstruction Projects and
the issuance and sale of the Bonds would further the policies and goals of the City as set forth in
the Plan, hereby adopted by the City Council in connection withthe issuance of the Bonds.

2. Adoption of Street Reconstruction Plan. Based on information received at the
public hearing, such written comments (if any) and such other facts and circumstances as the
City Council deems relevant, it is hereby found, determined and declared that:

(@) the Street Reconstruction Projects proposed in the Plan will allow the City to
upgrade its transportation infrastructure to accommodate anticipated residential
and commercial development; and

(b)  the Plan is hereby approved and adopted in the form presently on file with the
City.

3. Authorization and Approval of Bonds. The City is hereby authorized to issue the
Bonds, the proceeds of which will be used, together with any additional funds of the City which
might be required, to finance costs of the Street Reconstruction Projects and to pay costs of
issuance of the Bonds.

4, Execution of Documents. The Mayor and the Administrator are authorized and
directed to execute such other documents and instruments as may be required to give effect to the
transactions herein contemplated.

5. Voter Referendum Contingency. Pursuant to the Act, a petition requesting a vote
on the question of issuing the Bonds, signed by voters equal to five percent of the votes cast in
the last municipal general election, may be filed within thirty days of the public hearing. Upon
receipt of such petition within the prescribed time period, the City may issue the Bonds only
after obtaining the approval of a majority of the voters voting on the question of the issuance of
the Bonds. The authorizations and approvals contained herein are subject to and contingent upon
not receiving such a petition, or, in the event such a petition is filed, the approving vote of a
majority of the voters voting on the question of the issuance of the Bonds.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by member
Danita Traut and, after a full discussion thereof and upon a vote being taken thereon, the
following voted in favor thereof: Jeff Blenkush, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut, Steve Trobec and Tom
Vouk and the following voted against the same: None.

Whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.



STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS
CITY OF ST. STEPHEN

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of St.
Stephen, Minnesota, do hereby certify that I have compared the attached and foregoing extract of
minutes with the original thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a full, true and
complete transcript of the minutes of a meeting of the City Council, duly called and held on the
date therein indicated, insofar as such minutes relate to adopting a street reconstruction plan and
the issuance of general obligation bonds.

WITNESS my hand on 05, February, 2020.

Crux (V) Dravr

ity Clerk



City of St. Stephen
Stearns County

State of Minnesota
Resolution No. 01082020

RESOLUTION FOR HEARING ON
PROPOSED RECONSTRUCTION BOND FOR 6™ AVE SE

WHEREAS, by a resolution passed by the Council by a vote of 4 to 1 on January 15, 2020, the
City Clerk was directed to schedule and provide appropriate notice regarding a public hearing for
the proposed issuance of a reconstruction bond for Improvement No. 147974, the improvement
of 6" Ave SE from County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 5 (Main Street East) south to the

St. Stephen city limits, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ST. STEPHEN,
MINNESOTA:

1.

A hearing shall be held at 7:00 PM on February 5, 2020 in the City Hall Council
Chamber located at 2 6™ Ave SE, St. Stephen, MN 56375 to potentially approve the
issuance of a reconstruction bond. All persons who reside in St. Stephen will be given an
opportunity to be heard with reference to the issuance of such a reconstruction bond.

The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the proposed
issuance of the reconstruction bond to be published once in the official newspaper at least
ten days but not more than 28 days prior to the hearing, and she shall state in the notice
the total cost of the bond.

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 475.58, if a petition requesting a vote on the issuance of
reconstruction bonds is signed by voters equal to five percent of the votes cast in the last
municipal general election and is filed with the municipal Clerk within 30 days of the
public hearing, the municipality may issue the bonds only after obtaining the approval of
a majority of the voters voting on the question of the issuance of the obligations. If the
municipality elects not to submit the question to the voters, the municipality shall not
propose the issuance of bonds under this section for the same purpose and in the same
amount for a period of 365 days from the date of receipt of the petition. If the question of
issuing the bonds is submitted and not approved by the voters, the provisions of section
475.58, subdivision 1a, shall apply.

Adopted by the Council this 15™ day of January, 2020.

Ol

Jetf/Bl

ush, Mayor



