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St. Stephen City Council Agenda — November 4, 2015

Call To Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes from October Meeting
Reading of Claims
Reading of Receipts

Treasurer’s Report

Petitions, Requests and Communications
Karen Voz: City Wide Water Testing Clinic Information
Jamie Gummert: Water/Flooding on Property

St. Stephen River Runners: Gambling Permit Request

St. Stephen Fire & Rescue
Reports of Committees & Board
Road & Bridge
2nd St NE: Randy Sabart & Tom Jovanovich
Planning Commission
Sheriff's Report
2016 Contract; $45—-8$50, $18,720--$20,800 = $2,080 difference
Health Commaittee
Unfinished Business
New Business

*Midcontinent Extension Resolution

Meeting Adjourned

This agenda has been prepared to provide information regarding an upcoming meeting
of the St, Stephen City Council. This document does not claim to be complete and is
subject to change at any time.



MINUTES
ST. STEPHEN CITY COUNCIL
"{)VEMBER 4, 2015
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 PM. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All together.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cindy VanderWeyst — Mayor, Jeff Blenkush, Gene Skaj, Danita Traut and Thomas J.
Vouk — Council, Dolores Supan-Treasurer and Cris Drais-City Clerk.

ABSENT: None.

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER MEETING: The meeting minutes from the October Meeting were reviewed.
Gene Skaj made a motion to approve the minutes. Jeff Blenkush seconded the motion. Motion carried.

READING OF THE BILLS: The Clerk presented the Claims. To date the Total is: $30,292.95. Jeff Blenkush
made a motion to approve the Claims to date. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Motion carried.

READING OF RECEIPTS: Receipts for the month total: $8,869.84,

Dolores Supan shared that there was no change in the interest on the CDs. Gene Skaj asked about the Sprint
Franchise Fee on the Receipts Register. The Clerk stated that she recently realized that a franchise fee check
hasn’t been received from Sprint and will check on the situation.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
‘Beginning Balance $791,834.87
ADD: October Deposits ' - $8,869.84
LESS: October Checks . $26,130.57
New Checkbook Balance $791,834.87

Danita Traut made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

Karen Voz, Department of Health, Drinking Water Protection Program ~ Karen shared that she would like to
offer a free nitrate testing clinic for residents in the City of St. Stephen like she does via her job in other
communities. Tt would consist of a one day water testing clinic via the Department of Agriculture at City Hall.
Karen thought a clinic in the Spring would work best for residents. Randy Sabart, City Engineer, shared that in
approximately 2000 water quality testing was done. The reason for the test was that if nitrate problems were
evident, they would help to build a case for city sewer and water services and that info could possibly help acquire
dollars for funding the project. The conclusion was that there was evidence of elevated nitrates, but public health
concerns weren’t evident. There would be no cost to the City and no significant staff time would be required. The
Council agreed to have Karen go ahead with planning a clinic. She will keep in contact with the City Clerk.

Jamie Gummert ~ Jamie shared with the Council his concern regarding the water that runs down % Street and is
causing flooding on his property and has created mold in his basement. The problem is caused by the drainage
. from % Street. In 2011, work was done on ' Street to clean the ditch which did help James Johanix who brought
“..is concern to the Council. Discussion took place regarding the issue. Estimates were prepared in 2011 regarding
improvements on the road. It was agreed that those estimates will be updated and the other property owners will
be invited to a meeting with the Council to discuss the issue.



St. Stephen River Runners ~ Kevin Tadych, on behalf of the St. Stephen River Runners requested approval of a

one day gambling permit for December 3, 2016. The gambling permit will be for the raffle of a snowmobile. Jeff
Blenkush made a motion to approve a one day gambling permit for the St. Stephen River Runners for December 3.7
2016. Danita Traut seconded the motion. Cindy VanderWeyst abstained. Motion carried. '

ST. STEPHEN FIRE & RESCUE: There weré 8 calls in October and 1 to date in November for a total of 82 calls
so far this year. November’s training will possibly be ventilation. Pump testing was completed on the
engines/pumpers. The DOT testing was completed on all vehicles. October was a very busy month with many
meetings. Gene Skaj reported that the Relief Association bad a $10,000 donation for the Fire Equipment Fund. It
was reported that the gun raffle went well. The audit was finally completed with the State Auditor’s Office. A
new company is being sought for the annual audit.

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Road and Bridge: Randy Sabart, SEH Inc, City Engineer and Tom Jovanovich, City Attorney were
both present. The main topic of discussion was 2™ St NE. The biggest question on behalf of the
Council is what percentage of assessment do you assess the residents along the roadway? The state of
MN requires that assessment be at least 20%. Randy Sabart & Tom Jovanovich reviewed the General
Obligation Improvement Bonds of 2016 prepared by Monte Eastvold. The examples were broken down
by length of the bond (10 and 15 years) and percentage of assessment (25, 35 & 60%). Randy stated
that the road appears to have been paved in the early 1980s. It might be beneficial to collect a field
study of the road. Tom Vouk made a motion to have a topographic survey done of 27 St NE. Jeff
Blenkush seconded the motion. Motion carried. Tom Jovanovich stated that an assessment policy will
be created for the City. It’s unknown if one exists, but if it does, it would need to be updated.

Additional R&3B topics discussed: mailboxes, snow quote and a snow plow driver. The City hasn’t
confirmed if mailboxes need to be moved. A quote from JR Ferche regarding snow removal was
reviewed. Jeff Blenkush made a motion to accept the quote from JR Ferche for snow removal service.
Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried. Tony Omann will be out of the area this winter and
Rodger Bellinger has switched jobs which will require him to be out of town working when we need
snow plowed. Discussion took place regarding snow plow drivers.

2. Planning Commission: Dan Schultz stated that there wasn’t a PC meeting in October. Only he, Lisa
Marvin, Angie Mortezace (Recorder) and the ex-officios were there to meet. At the November
meeting, a change in the meeting time will be brought before the Commission, the fence ordinance will
be discussed and Jeff Hines & Jeremy Santala: Legacy Management & Development Co will present
their idea to the Planning Commission regarding building in the Smoley Addition.

SHERIFF’S REPORT: The 2016 contract for service was presented to the Council. The total cost for one year’s
service would be $20,800. Jeff Blenkush made a motion to approve the coniract for police service for 2016 with
the Stearns County Sheriff’s Department. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried.

HEALTH COMMITTEE: Pat Kroll’s house was discussed. Now that the leaves are disappearing, the state of the
yard will be checked. ‘It was stated that the house near The Rusty Nail is beginning to collect debris. The intention
of the brush pile on the lot across from The Rusty Nail was discussed. Notes will be sent again in the Spring.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: A second quote for lights in the fire bay wasn’t obtained. The topic will be brought
up at the December nieeting,




NEW BUSINESS: The Clerk presented a resolution extending the contract for service with Midcontinent for cable
service in the City while the contract is reviewed by the Attorney’s office. Jeff Blenkush made a motion to

7aprove the resolution extending the contract with Midcontinent for 120 days while the contract is reviewed and
“legotiated. Gene Skaj seconded the motion. Motion carried. Christmas lights will be put up on Friday, November

27% at 9:00 AM.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Jeff Blenkush made a motion to adjourn. Gene Skaj
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

TIME: 9:18 PM

Respectfully submitted,
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